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The Legislative Options and Normative Expressions of Biosecurity into
Environmental Code
— Analysis of the Difference Between International Law and Domestic
Law Based on the Concept of “Biosecurity”

WEI Shijing, KE Jian®
(Research Institute of Environmental Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Under the background of environmental codification, whether biosecurity is included in Environmental Code has become
an urgent problem to be solved. In terms of the concept of biosecurity, international law adopts a narrow concept and domestic law
adopts a broad concept. Judging from the relationship between any concept and environmental law, the “incorporation” of biosecurity
seems to be a false proposition. However, the difference between international law and domestic law of the concept of biosecurity
contains the conceptual connotation of biodiversity protection and maintaining the sustainable development of ecosystem, which
establishes a bridge between biosecurity and Environmental Code. The lack of specific legislation in the specific field of biosecurity
and the need for the systematization of Environmental Code determine that biosecurity must be incorporated into the Environmental
Code. The relationship between biosecurity and environmental protection and the existing domestic and international legislation make
it possible for biosecurity to be incorporated into the Environmental Code. At present, the concept of biosecurity stipulated in domestic
law determines that it cannot be fully incorporated into the Environmental Code. It can only screen biosecurity matters that are aimed at
protecting biodiversity and ecological balance and belong to the traditional core field of Environmental Law and be incorporated into the
natural ecological protection series in an embedded way. For biosecurity matters that cannot be covered by the Environmental Code, it
is appropriate to set up a leading clause to point to the provisions of a separate law.

Keywords: biosecurity; Environmental Code; biodiversity protection; ecological balance
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