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How do Public Individuals Participate in Environmental Governance?
—Pathways Selection and Strategies Optimization

WU Zhaoliang
(School of Environment & Natural Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Public individuals are one of the important subjects of environmental governance, the lack of participation pathways and
information and the single form of participation are important reasons for the low degree of participation. Research on the participation
pathways and mode selection is of great significance to enrich governance theory and improve the effectiveness of public participation
in environmental governance. It is divided into five participation pathways from two dimensions based on the three research viewpoints
of governance theory and the perspective of social governance subjects. Specifically, they are administrative powered pathway from
government dimension and third-sector powered, grassroots self-governing force-oriented, communication and propaganda-powered,
and self-powered public participation pathways from social dimension. Then this paperproposes empowered participation strategy
that combines online and offline pathways based on environmental governance system and the role of each subject in the participation

pathways’ network. It could provide a useful reference for improving the initiative and effectiveness of public individuals’ participate in

environmental governance and promote the localization of governance theory.
Keywords: public individuals; environmental governance; participation pathways; strategies optimization
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