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On the Legislative Purpose of China’'s Energy Law—Comment on Article 1
of the 2020 Energy Law (Exposure Draft)

CHEN Qian
(Law School, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The legislative purpose of China’s 2020 “Energy Law (Exposure Draft)” is insufficient in terms of structural level, deduction

logic and other aspects, and can not control the whole energy legislative practice, which greatly affects the quality of energy law

legislation. Different legislative purposes have different legal effects. The legislative purposes of China’s energy law not only depend

on the rank of the energy law, but also must be guided by the value of realizing the goal of carbon peak and carbon neutral. Energy law

needs to follow the derivation logic from “idea” to “value” and then to “purpose”, and set up the legislative purpose clauses with strict

logic and clear hierarchy from the formal appeal and essence.

Keywords: energy law; exposure draft; legislative purpose; carbon peak and carbon neutral
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