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The Necessity and Basic Framework of China'’s Policy Strategic
Environmental Assessment

GENG Haiqing'*, LI Tianwei?, XU He®
(1.Appraisal Center for Environment & Engineering, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100012, China; 2.Law Enforcement Bureau,
Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100035, China; 3.College of Environment and Engineering, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Policy Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in China is of great significance in promoting scientific and democratic decision-making, and
the new revised Environmental Protection Law in 2014 has provided some legal basis for it. However, China’s decision-making system is quite special
and can’t simply apply the policy SEA mode of other countries. In light of the scarcity of literature exploring and practices, this paper attempts to provide
a comparative overview of policy SEA worldwide, clarify the needs of Policy SEA in China, and finally bring forward a framework as well as key issues of
Policy SEA for China, which includes the objectives, targets, focus and procedure. For the objectives, they should orientate to improve Decision-making
Mechanism, promote Environmental Equity and build Social Consensus. For the targets, all high-level decisions that are not covered by the current EIA law
should be included in a broad sense, but the focus should be the normative documents, Rules and Regulations formulated by government departments.
For the focus of evaluation, the advantages of “impact-centered” SEA and “institution-centered” SEA should be integrated. For the procedure, Policy SEA
should be based on the complete rational decision-making model, fully integrated with the policy process, and play different roles in different stages of
policy formulation.

Keywords: Policy SEA; objectives; targets; focus; procedure
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