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The Review, Reflection and Prospect of Environmental Legislation in China
Over the Past 70 Years

SUN Youhai
(Law School, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China; Research Institute of China Green Development, Tianjin 300072, China)

Abstract: Environmental legislation in China over the past 70 years can be divided into three stages, including the beginning stage (from October 1949 to
late 1978), development stage (from 1979 to November 2012) and ecological civilization stage (from November 2012 to the present). The history indicate
that the environmental legislation has been put on schedule since the foundation of New China by the combined efforts of older generation of state leaders
and departments. China has made historic progress in environmental legislation construction since the 18th National Congress of CPC. Through reflection,
it is found that environmental legislation in China still has problems such as the legislative quality is not high, the legislative system and mechanism are
not reasonable enough, the implementation effect is not satisfactory. Therefore, according to Xi Jinping thought of ecological civilization, the 19th National
Congress of CPC and the spirit of the Fourth Plenary Session of the 19th Communist Party of China Central Committee, we should definite the guiding
ideology and principles of environmental legislation in the new era, accelerate the legislation, amendment, repeal and interpretation of environmental laws,
improve the legislative quality and weakness, strengthen the formulation of supporting environmental laws and regulations, accelerate and perfect the legal
system of ecological environment protection, realize the modernization of environmental governance system and capacity.
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