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River Chief System: Advantage and Disadvantage, Argument and Improvement

ZHAN Yunyan
( Institute of Law, Fujian Academy of Social Sciences, Fuzhou 350001, China )

Abstract: In just a decade, River Chief System (RCS) has grown from a local experiment to national promotions, and finally, is signed into law. The success

of RCS lies in solving the predicament of multi-governance on the protection of water environment and arousing the enthusiasm of local governments. But

RCS highly depends on the individual River Chief’s performance and the assessment system, which has made its development a subject of controversy.

The arguments focus on four issues: Is RCS the rule of man or rule of law? Is it an emergency mechanism or a long-term mechanism? Do the assessment

results of RCS end up with more reward than punishment? Does it strengthen centralization and weaken democracy? Still, RCS can make further progress

inside and outside the system. Inside, RCS can advance the assessment system and raise the level of public participation. Outside, qualified environmental

executive staff, strong enforcement of environmental law, as well as comprehensive application of market tools, policy tools and legal tools will contribute to

RCS’ effectiveness.
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