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Abstract: As an industrial developed country with hundreds of years’ development, the United States established an advanced
environmental emergency system in the world. Since the Songhua River nitrobenzene pollution incident happened in 2005, the
demand for emergency management has become urgent and the ability of Chinese emergency management has been developed
fast. Therefore, analysis on the experience of the United States can provide reference for China's environmental emergency
management. Firstly, the United States set up a management system based on the constitution with emergency management
laws and regulations being its main branches and the special laws for sudden environmental accidents being its concrete
contents. Secondly, the United States built a multi-level emergency management system, including the President, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the National Environmental Protection Agency, states, counties and local government
management agencies. Thirdly, the United States has developed a clear workflow for environmental emergency response
based on the National Response System (NRS) and its core National Contingency Plan (NCP). In addition, the United States
also set up the Super Fund to help solve the problem of raising money to deal with environmental incidents. In January
2014, a chemical leakage broke out in the Elk River in West Virginia of the United States. Taking it as an example, this paper
illustrates the response process of this pollution accident in all levels of the United States’ governments, highlighting its
characteristics: the standardization of working flow, the clear assignment, the duty of local government and the support from
the federal government.
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