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A Brief Analysis on Chemical Management Laws

WANG Lei, WANG Zhen, LIU Jining, SHI Lili*
( Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences, MEP, Nanjing 210042 )

Abstract: With the high incidence of chemicals related problems on work safety, occupational health, public health and
environmental safety, the chemical management has been enhanced in developed countries and regions by renewing existing
laws or promulgated new laws. As pioneers with rich management experiences and advanced technologies, chemical
management legal systems, covering the whole life cycle of different types of chemicals, have been established in EU, USA,
Canada, Japan, South Korea and Australia. Based on these legal systems, a series of effectual rules have been developed,
including hazards classification, labeling and inventory regulating rules, exposure and risk assessment rules, priority setting
rules for chemical testing and evaluation, occupational health preserving rules from hazardous substances, pollutant release
and transfer register rules, emergency response rules, the right of public knowing and stakeholder participation rules. By
contrast, with no special laws for chemicals management, the pipe-end pollution control has been always focused in China.
Also the regulation about existing chemicals is lacking. In consideration of these shortages of chemical laws in China,
proposals were put forward to improve the integrity of the legal system as follows: (1) Setting up the source controlling
principle for chemical risks, to build the market access rule of “no data, no market”. (2) Perfecting the higher-level laws for
chemical management, to establish the basic administration rules. (3) Developing the risk-based chemical management rules
or regulations for environment safety and public health. Furthermore, the deficiency of chemical management rules in China
was analyzed on five aspects, and recommendations for improvement were then proposed.

Keywords: chemical management; laws and regulations; rules; industrial chemicals; whole life cycle
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