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The Legal Adjustment of Interests Compensation for Ecological
Conservationin the Yangtze River Basin

DU Qun
(Research Institute of Environmental Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072)

Abstract: The current ecological conservation compensation schemes in the Yangtze River Basin appear in three quantifiable
forms of ecosystem services and resource utilization, including water quality, water quantity and water energy. All of them
are of ecological effect-based compensation and rely on governmental authority to carry out the compensation between
regions where were stakeholders in ecological conservation for the particular purpose and use of ecosystem service and use.
The author argued that the effect-based ecosystem conservation compensation is not complete in the way to compensate
substantial individuals that are real interest losers in the conversation. Therefore it is necessary to construct the property right-
based ecological conversation compensation schemes in order to further accomplish the passage of interests remedy from the
effect gain side bottom down to the cause gain side. The property right-based compensation scheme is the cause-oriented legal
adjustment of interests according to the identities of the affected property right holders, actions and contributions of the effect
of ecological conservation and the legal provisions of water-related property rights.

Keywords: the Yangtze River Basin; effect-based ecological conservation compensation; property right-based interested
compensation; administrative governance; legal adjustment
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