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The Influence of Residents’ Consumption on Environment in China
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Abstract: In the era of energy saving and low carbon, the economic ability of China residents has enhanced, accordingly
the wasteful consumption and comparing consumption has occurred. Combined with the increasing population, a huge
circle of “devour the environment” was formed. In order to study the effect of consumption on the environment, through
the influence of consumption on carbon emissions, a STIRPAT model was constructed for analyzing the influence equation
of the population number, urbanization rate, per capita consumption and carbon intensity on the total carbon emissions; The
conclusion that the urbanization rate have significant increasing effect on carbon emissions was obtained. The contribution
of population, urbanization rate, per capita consumption’s growth to carbon emissions growth was calculated, concluded that
the changes of population and consumption have significant effect on the change of carbon emissions. The growth of five
consumer goods categories in China was described. The transition of consumption pattern and the path of the consumption
mode transformation were proposed, from individual to enterprises to the government, and finally to the world, including:
establish green GDP accounting system, green urbanization, continue to reduce the carbon intensity, strengthen education and
propaganda to change the existing consumption concept, use administrative and legal measures to achieve the energy saving
and low carbon consumption patterns, pay attention to the new energy technologies development, expand the scope and depth
of the resources utilization, strengthen international exchanges and cooperation. Finally, three aspects to change of materialism
value orientation and behavior standards, improve the supply of green products and infrastructure were summarized.
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