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A Comparative Study on the Emission Standards for
Coal-fired Power Plant between USA and China
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Abstract: A comparison study between USA and China to the content settings, emission limits, monitoring, recording
reporting requirements of the national emission standards for coal-fired power plant industry, and how to implement the
standards in emission permits of stationary sources was conducted. Compared with the United States, China’s national
emission standards for coal-fired power plant are too simple. For example, the emission limit indicators only adopt pollutant
concentration limit rather than use performance limits in USA; the concentration limit is made by sampling not by whole
stationary sources data and failed to reflect the technical level for the whole sector; the compliance criteria are not only
unscientific, but also too strict to achieve, for example, the criteria of average concentration limit per hour have affected
production arrangement greatly; the emission monitoring requirements are incomplete which cannot be coordinated with the
general provisions of monitoring regulations; records and reporting requirements are absence, which cannot meet the needs of
the emission permit management. It is suggested to refer to the experience of the USA, adopt the performance standards and
the longer period limits, monitoring, recording and reporting requirements shall be included in China’s the emission standards
in order to meet the requirements of stationary source’s emission permit.
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