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The History and Prospect of Environmental Impact Assessment in China
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Abstract: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is the most important and often-obligatory process used to
predict the environmental consequences of proposing or launching a plan, policy, program or project, which plays a key
role in the environmental protection of China. But in recent years, EIA has exposed so many problems and regarded
wide concern from the society. Since the 18th CPC national congress, the calls for EIA reform are growing louder.
Thispaperlooked back the history of EIA in China, and analyzed the current lacks of EIA and the reasons, including the
failure of EIA system design and operating mechanism, increasing environmental awareness. EIA should make a new
design for the target and operation of the system, including simply the procedure of approval, further the research of
environmental impress, stringent enforcement mechanisms. All of these may help EIA become more and more useful to
provide sufficient information to allow the decision makers to decide whether or not to proceed with a project.
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